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Careful when you charge that battery January 2023
By Lorne L. Brunner, MS-Forensics, IAAI-CFI(v), Owner, Fire-pi, Inc.

When I'm not investigating fires, I could be found vacuuming up the fur from our two
German Shepherds, Klaus and Dolph. They’re called “German Shedders” for good
reason. We alternate between a cordless/rechargeable Shark and a Dyson to ensure we
have a charged vacuum. Cordless/rechargeable vacuums are a handy alternative for
busy families, but they also present a fire hazard with which many are unaware.

The batteries in your vacuum and other household equipment are probably Lithium,
which is extremely high energy; hence the reason manufacturers love to use them for almost everything
rechargeable. Think Tesla. If over-charged or mechanically damaged, (dropped), Lithium batteries can
develop thermal runaway, e.g., fire. Consider
this: a couple left their vacuum on charge, left
the house and within just a few hours, their
home was destroyed. Pictured are the remains

of their home and the battery.

These
batteries
are

powerful,
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and need to be powerful to do the

job. You should only charge them
when you’re home and use an on/off
switch, as pictured, for additional safety.

Recommendation

* Don’tleave your vacuum or other household appliance on charge
when you are away from home.
* Check www.cpsc.gov/recalls for information about known recalls.
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